June 13, 2000 Council Meeting

The La Grange City Council met in session on Monday evening, June 13, 2000 at 7:00 p.m., with Mayor Harold L. Ludwig presiding and the following Council members present:  Lowe, Griesbaum, Wiewel, Sherwood, Rossiter and Martin.

*Copies of the minutes from the May 08, 2000 meeting were given to the Council.  Mayor Ludwig asked for additions or corrections.  Sherwood stated if no discussion is held, he motioned to accept the minutes.  Lowe second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Copies of the minutes from the May 17, 2000 special meeting were given to the Council.  Mayor Ludwig asked for any additions or corrections.  Griesbaum motioned to accept the minutes.  Rossiter second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*A listing of bills was given to the Council.  Mayor Ludwig asked if there were any questions or comments.  Martin motioned to pay the bills submitted.  Lowe second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Copies of the Treasurer Report were given to the Council.  Mayor Ludwig, asked for questions or comments.  Sherwood asked about the adjustments made by the auditors.  City Clerk Spindler stated it was a deposit in transit from the end of last year, and had to be added into the treasurer report under the beginning balance on the general account.  Sherwood questioned since there was no gallons under flushing was the water dept., still flushing the hydrant out by Joe Johnson.  Vaughn stated Mrs. Johnson ran them off and did not want the flushing done out there every Friday.  Martin asked if all the leaks had been repaired as reported by Westrum Leak Detection.  Vaughn stated that several hydrants needed to be tightened and one hydrant by Elmer Logan needed to be changed out.  Martin asked if the hydrant by Logan's was the cause for the loss of water.  Vaughn stated the water loss was less than 8%, and the hydrant was a small loss.

*Visitors:  Larry Seckington and John Morthland, the Attorney's representing Mark Twain Gaming, was present and Mayor Ludwig turned the floor over to Seckington.  Seckington stated he is sure the one big question is when will ground be broke.  Seckington stated the bids submitted by the Contractors were above their budgeted amount.  Grace has been in the area and working with three of the contractors to help shave some of the dollar figures.  New bids are to be resubmitted by 06/16/00, and hopefully within a week they should have an answer as to who got the bid.  Seckington stated environmental problems with ground soil, was a problem.  More samples have been taken and the results should be in the engineers’ office later in the week.  If there are no problems, the State should give them a closure letter.  Another area that has slowed the process is due to real estate lapses in the titles.  John Morthland is doing the title work for Mark Twain Casino.  Seckington stated he also has plans to take an ad out in the paper for the general public to let them know, the project is still an ongoing and moving forward.  Seckington stated the Council has worked endlessly with the Mark Twain Casino.  They are still on schedule to have the Casino up and open early in 2001.  Martin asked Seckington again about the time frame on resubmitting bids.  Seckington stated once the new bids are in they will have to rework their budget and present it to their bankers for approval and within a week to 10 days of the new bids they should be able to proceed.  Everything that could go wrong has and they have been taken care of, now unless something unexpected happens.  Martin asked when would the ads be placed in newspapers.  Seckington stated he could called 06/13/00 to find out when their publications dates were and get something faxed to them on the next available publication date.  Dan Steinbeck from Press New Journal asked about if Mark Twain Casino had a dead line with their bankers, regarding construction.  Seckington stated they had to give their bankers a time frame for construction and the loan documents states within 10 - 12 months the project has to be open.  Because so far the project has the cash flow of going one way.

Seckington asked if there was anything else.  Mayor Ludwig stated the only thing he would add is that Seckington leave a lot of his business cards for the City to give out.  Having nothing further, Mayor Ludwig thanked Seckington and Morthland for coming.

*Resolution to approve and ratify the City of La Grange sale of land and lease of land to Mark Twain Casino.  Mayor Ludwig read the resolution to the Council.  No discussion was held regarding the resolution.  Martin motioned to accept the resolution.  Lowe second the motion.  A roll call vote was taken.  Griesbaum Yes, Wiewel Yes, Martin Yes, Sherwood Yes, Rossiter Yes, and Lowe Yes.  Morthland asked if a certified copy of the resolution could be sent to his office along with the Quit Claim Deed and lease agreement.  Morthland stated once he received this material he will request the money.

*Committee Reports:  No reports were received.

*Unfinished Business:  A copy of a letter from Northrup's was given to the Council regarding an outstanding balance of $962.50.  Sherwood stated the matter should be turned over to the City Attorney for collection and to follow his recommendations.  Sherwood made the motion to have Mayor Ludwig speak to the City Attorney regarding this matter.  Lowe second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Mayor Ludwig stated the City had received a letter from NEMO Regional Planning stating the City had been approved for a grant for purchasing a chipper/shredder.  Mayor Ludwig stated Ayers had gotten the project started and the City Clerk finished the project of doing the paper work and submitting information for the grant.  Mayor Ludwig stated has signed papers and was given a letter to proceed by NEMO.  The machine needs to be purchased first and all invoices will be sent in to be reimbursed.  Mayor Ludwig stated the City is to let the machine be used by the surrounding Cities.  The City will be reimbursed for the City employee’s time and replacement cost of blades.  Rossiter asked how long does it take for the City to be reimbursed.  Mayor Ludwig stated 3 to 4 weeks, but they do withhold 20% until all paper work is completed regarding this project.  Lowe motioned to remove money from investments to make the purchase and when payment is received replace the money taken out.  Rossiter second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Sewer Repair - Martin asked if Vaughn was present at Linda Propst property when the sewer line was dug up.  Vaughn stated it was already open when he got there.  Vaughn stated Deters did not have the parts to put the sewer back together, but Bob Farr did most of the work.  Mayor Ludwig stated he had spoken to Farr regarding this matter and Farr stated he could not say it was a bad tap, because of movement over the years and it was old orange burg pipe.  L. Propst stated when Deters dug up the sewer it was broken off and the problem has been going on for years.  They have repeatedly ran a sewer tape in the line and a rotator router was used several times.  The sewer line was dug up by hand.  Propst stated she could not get Vaughn and then she called Mr. Farr for help, but if she had known that he no longer worked for the City she would not have called him.  Mayor Ludwig again repeated what Farr had told him, and neither Farr nor Vaughn had seen that a bad tap caused the problem.  Propst asked if it mattered if she had seen it.  Mayor Ludwig explained that the City does not pay for repairs to sewers on personal property.  Any repairs have been at the owners expense.  Propst asked what is a bad tap.  Vaughn stated a tap is a hole cut into the main sewer line and then a sewer line is installed.  Mayor Ludwig asked if any of the Council had further comments regarding this matter.  No further discussion was held.

NEW BUSINESS:  Rossiter asked Vaughn if flushing the hydrants on Saturday 06/17/00 would hold eliminate the problem with black materials in the water.  Vaughn stated it should help, but it would not eliminate the problem.  Rossiter asked what was causing the problem.  Vaughn stated 52 years if magnesium build up in the pipes.  Rossiter asked if there was anything that the Water Dept., could do.  Lowe stated this same subject is addressed every three to four months.  At present no solution has been found other than the Water Dept., increasing their flushing of the hydrants like they are doing now.  Mayor Ludwig stated Vaughn has been checking into different solutions, short of spending millions of dollars on a water softener for the plant.  Mayor Ludwig stated other City's have the same problem.  If you ask any of the City officials there is not a problem, but if you talk to the Citizens they experience the same problems we are having.  No further discussion was held.

*Rossiter stated he has also received a complaint from a Day Care Center regarding the weeds that have grown up and snakes are crawling out of it to come into her fenced yard.  The weeds are behind two houses and into the alley ways.  Rossiter stated he had talked to Dickerson Lawn care regarding Ronnie Dickerson's property and they were going to take care of the matter.  The only one left to notify is Steve Grimsley.  Mayor Ludwig asked Rossiter if the Day Care Owner kept the grass mowed in the alley and he stated yes.

*Rossiter stated he would like to thank the City employee who put in the horse shoe pits, they did a great job.  Martin stated yes and they are being used quite a bit.  Rossiter  stated the only complaint he has received from the park is where they are driving in the grass to the basketball court.  Rossiter stated he has discussed this matter with Chief Baker.

*Mayor Ludwig stated he was asked by Lions member if the City would consider pouring more cement in the basketball court.  The Lions stated they would provide the labor if the City would pay for the cost of the cement.  Griesbaum motioned to have the Park Committee look into the matter.  Lowe second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Shooting of Fire Works:  Wiewel motioned to allow the shooting of fireworks one week prior to the fourth of July and ending on the fifth of July at 10 p.m.  Rossiter second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Maintenance Building and Fire Station.  Ensor stated he needed to purchase about $3,500 more materials.  Also black iron pipe needed to be purchased for the buildings.  Martin asked Ensor to talk with the Contractors whom submitted the bids regarding the cost.  Ensor stated he would.  No purchases were approved.

*Sherwood stated he would like to call a Fire Committee meeting for 06/19/00 at 7:00 p.m. with discussion of new equipment, repairs to existing equipment and the Rural Board.

*A proposal given by New Century Computers for website setup and maintenances were given to the Council.  Sherwood motioned to table the matter until the City finances are in better shape.  Wiewel second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Lowe motioned to go into closed session to discuss personnel.  Martin seconds the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Sherwood motioned to go back into session.  Wiewel second the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

*Lowe motioned after the discussion of the closed session, Mayor Ludwig is to have a meeting 06/13/00 with the Water and Street Dept., employees to discuss working hours.  Rossiter second the motion.  A roll call vote was taken.  Griesbaum Yes, Wiewel Yes, Martin Yes, Sherwood Yes, Rossiter Yes, and Lowe Yes.

Having no further business before the Council.  Griesbaum motioned to adjourn the meeting.  Martin seconds the motion.  Motion carried all six yes.

